
Chuck Jones has exquisitely tended this ranch in the middle of the Russian River 
Valley to reliably produce “larger than life” Pinots that we used for blending to 
lend weight and strength to some of our Pinots. While the results have always been 
exciting, we have finally decided to bottle this vineyard’s wine separately, under its 
own designation.

TASTING NOTES – Bacon fat, meaty, smoky, pepper and savory spice, 
accented by camphor and flinty wet stone with Santa Rosa plum and 
cranberry evolving on the nose as the wine receives air-time. 
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Technical Data
• Vineyards:  Huichita clay loam forms the basic soil structure of this terroir, which is in the middle of the 

Russian River Valley, once a giant pre-historic lake.  Row orientation is east-west, allowing Chuck to keep the 
sun-side of the vines always in good cover, with aggressive leaf-plucking on the shade side.  The vineyard is 
entirely planted to the Swiss Clevner Mariafeld clone (UCD-23), which is known for its strength and structure.

• Appellation: Russian River Valley

• Harvest: This was one pick in the middle of September at 23.2 Brix.  The skins are thick on this clone, so we 
never have trouble with Botrytis or any vine disease issues. 

• Fermentation:  Primary fermentation went smoothly and finished within a week of barreling down.  
Secondary fermentation also kicked off relatively easily. 

• Barrel Aging:  18 months in 15% new French oak, with the balance primarily once-used barrels. A full 
compliment of yeast lees remained in contact with the wine for the duration of barrel aging.  Stirring was 
done once a month.

• Production: 125 Cases, $71 per bottle retail

• Analysis
 ◦ Alcohol: 14.1%
 ◦ pH: 3.42
 ◦ TA: 6.94
 ◦ Residual Sugar: 0.44 g/L (very dry)
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